Date ________
To

The Deputy Commissioner of Customs (Group-1),

Custom House,

No.60, Rajaji Salai,

Chennai – 600 001.

Sir,

Sub.:
Import of Elisa Test Kits – Bill of Entry No. ________ dated _______ - 
Reg.
1.
Under cover of the above Bill of Entry, we have imported various diagnostic kits. The following Test Kits covered by the invoice are basically Elisa Test Kits. 


___________________________________________________


___________________________________________________


__________________________________________________

2.
In the past, we have classified these test kits under Heading 38220019 and customs duty as well as IGST were paid at the applicable rates.
3.
When our customers pointed out that these diagnostic kits, which we are supplying to them are Elisa Kits and therefore, taking into account the duty concession available, they claimed that the cost should be less. Then, we took up the matter with our supplier.

4.
Our suppliers have clarified that indeed, these are based on Elisa Principle only. For each of the test kits mentioned above, we are enclosing manufacturer’s leaflets for the testing procedure to be adopted, in respect of the above goods.
5.
Basically, Elisa Test is an Enzyme Linked Immunosorbent Assay. This test detects and measures antibodies in blood. This test can be used to determine, whether a person has antibodies relating to certain infectious conditions. In the conventional Elisa Test Kits, Microwell Plates are used. A sample is added to the well and after incubation, conjugate (antihuman Ab linked to enzyme) is added and after further incubation substrate for colour development is added. Based on colour changes, evaluation is done. 
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6.
In respect of the Kits referred to above, instead of Microwells, Antigens are coated in membranes, which are available as ‘strips’. The sample is added to the strip. After incubation, conjugate (anti human AB linked to enzyme is added to the strips) and after further incubation substrate is added for colour development. Depending upon the colour change, infectious condition is determined. We are enclosing a table, showing the characteristics of these kits and the testing procedure. 
7.
From the above, it can be seen that basically, these are Elisa Test Kits Only. We are also enclosing a Doctor’s Certificate obtained from ________________________ (if obtained, this sentence can be retained).

8.
Customs Notification No.50/2017 dated 30.06.2017, as amended, covers Diagnostic Test Kits specified in List 4 against Sl.No.167 of the table attached to the notification. As per Sl.No.167, the Diagnostic Kits can fall in any of the chapters namely 28, 29, 30 or 38. List 4 against Sl.No.32 covers “Enzyme Linked Immunoabsorbent Assay Kits-Elisa Kits”. Similarly, IGST Notification No.1/2017 dated 28.06.2017 in Schedule-1 against Sl.No.180 covers Diagnostic Test Kits specified in List 1 to that Schedule for 5% tax rate. The Diagnostic Test Kits can fall under Chapter 30 or any Chapter. List 1 against Sl.No.154 covers “Enzyme Linked Immunoabsorbent Assay Kits” (Elisa Kits). For the reason already indicated, it will be clear that the items mentioned in paragraph 1 of this letter will be only “Enzyme Linked Immunoabsorbent Assay Kits” (Elisa Kits).

9.
Accordingly, the goods imported are eligible for assessment in terms of the above notification and the same may be extended. 
10.
If any further clarification is required, we will provide the same upon hearing from you.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,
For M/s.CPC Diagnostics Pvt. Ltd.,

Encl.: As above

