OPINION

I.
QUERIST:

M/s.K.P.Manish Global Ingredients Pvt. Ltd.,

41, Raghunayakulu Street,

Park Town,

Chennai – 600 003.

II. 
FACTS:
1.
The querist regularly imports Tetrarome Citron 987317 from Firmenich. It is reported that the product is used as flavouring agent in food as well as pharma industries. The querist has made available supplier’s datasheet for this product.
2.
It is reported that earlier supplier was classifying these goods under Heading 3302 10 00. However, it appears that for the supplies now being made, they are showing the classification under Heading 3301 13 00 in their invoice. 

3.
When the matter was taken up with the supplier, it is reported that they have clarified to the querist that the product is basically an essential oil based on lemon and hence, their technical people have advised Heading 3301 will be the appropriate heading. 
III.
QUERY:

In the above context, the querist would like to know the appropriate classification for these goods. 
 
IV.
OPINION:
1.
The competing classifications at 4 digit level are reproduced below. 
33.01 
Essential oils (terpeneless or not), including concretes and absolutes; resinoids; extracted oleoresins; concentrates of essential oils in fats, in fixed oils, in waxes or the like, obtained by enfleurage or maceration; terpenic by-products of the deterpenation of essential oils; aqueous distillates and aqueous solutions of essential oils.
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33.02
Mixtures of odoriferous substances and mixtures (including alcoholic solutions) with a basis of one or more of these substances, of a kind used as raw materials in industry; other preparations based on odoriferous substances, of a kind used for the manufacture of beverages.

2.
At eight-digit level, Heading 3302 10 10/3302 10 90 covers goods of a kind used in the food or drink industries. Similarly, at eight-digit level, Heading 3301 13 00 covers essential oil of lemon. The basic difference between Heading 3301 and 3302 is that Heading 3302 covers mixtures of essential oils and other mixtures of resinoids etc. Heading 3301 is restricted to individual essential oils. 
3.
In the Supplier’s Website, for the product “Lemon Tetrarome”, the following information is provided.

“OLFACTIVE DESCRIPTION 

This lemon displays sweet notes, candy like with peely facets. The TETRAROME® range offers rare and unique profiles combining volatiles preserved from the primary cold expression process with low terpenes content.

PERFUMERY USAGE

TETRAROME® is a citrus extract with low limonene content, highly concentrated in citrus oil aldehydes. It is very concentrated compared to a classic process which gives power to citrus notes. It elegantly blend in composition with essential oil, offering an incredible long-lasting effect and pure performance.

PROCESS

Extraction of the rich aldehyde fractions of citrus oils obtained first by Cold Expression (primary extraction)”.
4.
Thus, it is clear from the information provided by the manufacturer that this essential oil is extracted from citrus fruit and therefore, will not be within the scope of 3302 which covers  mixtures of essential oils. 
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5.
Therefore, in this context, the classification suggested by the supplier under Heading 3301 13 00 appears to be correct. 

6.
It is also to be noted that in respect of chemical products, in general, it is essential and necessary that to confirm the composition and appropriate classification, these are tested by customs before clearance to ensure the correctness of the claim made with regard to the composition and nature as well as use of the product. 

S. MURUGAPPAN

Sm/er

Disclaimer:- The above opinion is provided based on the information and documents made available to us by the querist and further based on the laws and rules prevalent as on date and the understanding of such provisions by the author and is meant for the private use of the person to whom it is provided without assuming any liability for any consequential action taken based on the views expressed here.
