BY E-MAIL
File No.271/2022
01.05.2023
M/s.Konica Minolta Business Solutions India Pvt. Ltd.,

          
E-Mail Id.: <arun.ghosh@konicaminolta.com>
  Dear Mr.Arun,
1.
The expression “model” is not defined in the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology Order dated 18.03.2021 and in the amendment made on 01.07.2021. As such, when you have a series of machines in a particular category, that introduces a grey area, as to how to consider such machines i.e., as belonging to one model or each type of machine in a particular series is to be treated as a different model. In the absence of any categorical reference in this regard in the orders issued by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, it will be appropriate to get that point clarified only by that Ministry. You can write to the Ministry or to BIS seeking clarifications with regard to the scope of the expression “model” as used in the orders mentioned above. 
2.
With regard to customs interpretation for these printers, it may be noted that the customs tariff, nowhere uses the expression “industrial printers” or “highly specialized equipment” under Chapter Heading 8443. As such, for the purpose of classification alone, the customs authorities cannot go by the expression used in the Electronics and Information Technology Goods Orders. Only for the limited purpose of finding out, whether the goods imported require BIS Certification / Registration, they have to refer to the above orders. Even there, they have to be guided by the definition given in the Order dated 01.07.2021. They cannot generalize that when the standard / specifications for imported machineries is higher than the general specification for such machinery, then, they can be treated as “highly specialized equipment”. Any such interpretation will be subjective and unwarranted. 
Regards,
                                                                                  
S.MURUGAPPAN
Sm/er                         

Disclaimer:- The above opinion is provided based on the information and documents made available to us by the company M/s.Konica Minolta Business Solutions India Pvt. Ltd., and further based on the laws and rules prevalent as on date and the understanding of such provisions by the author and is meant for the private use of the person to whom it is provided without assuming any liability for any consequential action taken based on the views expressed here.

