OPINION

I.
QUERIST:

M/s.Yusen Logistics (India) Private Limited,

          

Temple Steps, Block No.1, Ground Floor,

No.184-187, Anna Salai, Little Mount,

Chennai - 600 015.

On behalf of: M/s.Yamaha Music India Private Limited

II. 
FACTS:

1.
The client of the querist namely M/s.Yamaha Music India Private Limited has imported a consignment of grilles and panels that have been painted and printed from M/s.Lypometal SDN. BHD, Malaysia. These grilles and panels are nothing but, ‘name plates’ that are to be affixed onto the products to be manufactured by the Indian Company here, in India.

2.
Accordingly, the name plates imported mention, various details of the product to which these are to be affixed, and also carry the expression “Made in India”. 
III.
QUERY:
1.
In the above context, the querist would like to know, whether the importer will be eligible to claim FTA benefit on the ground that these name plates are manufactured in Malaysia.
2.
A copy of the Certificate issued in terms of the relevant Free Trade Agreement also has been made available. 
IV.
OPINION:

1.
It must be noted that the product under import itself is a ‘name plate’. It contains various details of the product to which, it is to be attached. It also mentions as “Made in India” for the simple reason that this name plate is to be attached on to the product manufactured in India by the Indian importer to show country of origin of the product as India.
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2.
In view of the above, naturally, as a name plate, it should while mentioning other details, it should also state “Made in India” also. But it does not mean that the name plate, as such, is made in India. It is being imported from Malaysia and being supplied by M/s.Lypometal SDN. BHD, who produces such name plates and these are accompanied by appropriate certificates of origin issued by the Ministry concerned in Malaysia as per the Free Trade Agreement. 
3.
Under such circumstances, in our view, the name plate, as such, is of Malaysian Origin, as per the documents submitted and accordingly, benefit of concessional duty in terms of the Free Trade Agreement can be claimed by the Indian importer. 

S. MURUGAPPAN   

Sm/er

Disclaimer:- The above opinion is provided based on the information and documents made available to us by the querist and further based on the laws and rules prevalent as on date and the understanding of such provisions by the author and is meant for the private use of the person to whom it is provided without assuming any liability for any consequential action taken based on the views expressed here.
