                
OPINION

I.
QUERIST:

M/s. Bontaz Automotive India Pvt. Ltd.,

           

C14/A1, Industrial Estate,

Maraimalai Nagar, 

Chengelpet District - 603 209.

II. 
FACTS:

1.
Querist regularly imports steel tubes from their Group Company in China. These steel tubes are used in the manufacture of Piston Cooling Nozzles for IC Engines.
2.
The imported tubes are being classified by the querist under Heading 73041990. In respect of a recent shipment covered by a Bill of Entry No.7934991 dated 21.09.2023, the customs authorities have raised a query to the effect that BIS is applicable for these items as per Steel Tubes (Quality Control) Order, 2020 and therefore, the customs department has asked them to justify BIS applicability and if not applicable, they have asked to submit NOC from BIS. 

3.
The querist has shared the Composition Details and Analysis Certificate for the tubes and also has indicated that these Seamless Cold Drawn Tubesn are of  4-mm dia (inner diameter). 

III.
QUERY:

In the above context, the querist would like to know the applicability or otherwise of BIS Quality Control Orders. 

IV.
OPINION:

1.
It is seen that the product under reference is Seamless Cold Drawn Tubes. Dimension is reported to 4-mm- inner diameter. The querist has classified these tubes under Heading 73041990.

2.
It is further reported by the querist that these tubes are used for manufacture of piston cooling nozzles for IC engines.

3.
It may be noted that in terms of Steel and Steel Products (Quality Control) Order, 2020 dated 24.12.2020, as amended, only stainless steel pipes and tubes are covered under BIS Certification, among various other steel products. 

4.
Apart from the above order, there is a separate Steel Tubes (Quality Control) Order, 2020 dated 21.01.2020.  A copy of this Order is enclosed to this opinion as Annexure-1. This order covers the following three items. 
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1. Steel Tubes, Tubulars and Other Wrought Steel Fittings

2. Steel Tubes for Structural Purposes
3.
Steel Tubes Used for Water Wells.

5.
With regard to the goods covered against Sl.No.1 i.e., Steel Tubes the applicable standard is - IS 1239 (Part-1) : 2004. This standard covers only the following types of steel tubes. 


“1.1 This standard (Part 1) covers the requirements for welded and seamless plain end or screwed and socketed steel tubes intended for use for water, non-hazardous gas, air and steam. This standard is applicable to tubes of size 6 mm nominal bore to 150 mm nominal bore”.
Extract of the above Standard is enclosed to this opinion as Annexure-2.
6.
Therefore, in our view, the tubes of the specification imported by the querist, will not be covered by the Quality Control Orders mentioned above and consequently, BIS Registration / Certification will not be necessary.

7.
However, it may be noted that recently, on 20.10.2023, Ministry of Steel has issued a Circular, as per which, all the steel importers importing steel without BIS license, have to mandatorily apply and seek clarification from Ministry of Steel through QCO Portal for each and every imported steel consignment. As per this Circular, Ministry of Steel will issue a clarification for each single consignment. A copy of this Circular is enclosed to this opinion as Annexure-3.

8.
In the present case, the goods are imported, prior to the above circular and therefore, strictly, this may not be applicable to the present consignment. 

9.
However, the querist can approach the Ministry through online application and get their clarification and Ministry will clarify the applicability or non-applicability of the Quality Control Orders. 
S. MURUGAPPAN   

Encl.: As above
Sm/er

Disclaimer:- The above opinion is provided based on the information and documents made available to us by the querist and further based on the laws and rules prevalent as on date and the understanding of such provisions by the author and is meant for the private use of the person to whom it is provided without assuming any liability for any consequential action taken based on the views expressed here.
