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BY E-MAIL

File No.271/2022 (General)

19.01.2024

M/s. Konica Minolta Business Solutions India Pvt. Ltd.

Attn.: Mr. Arun Kumar Ghosh <arun.ghosh@konicaminolta.com>

C.C.: 	<manish.gupta@konicaminolta.com> 
<abhinav.thakur@konicaminolta.com>  

Dear Mr. Arun,

[bookmark: _Hlk156563345]1.	I have seen that KMI Japan has reportedly classified these goods under 8443 1970. We do not have eight-digit level sub-heading at 8443 1970. Under six-digit level heading 8443 19 covers other printing machinery using plates, cylinders etc.  We have three sub-headings at eight-digit level viz., 8443 1910 (Flat bed printing press), 8443 1920 (Platen printing press) and 8443 1930 (Proof press). Beyond 8443 1930, we have eight-digit level classification covering machinery for printing repetitive word, design or colour on cotton textile under heading 8443 1941 and machinery for printing repetitive word or design or colour on other materials under heading 8443 1949. After this, the next eight-digit level heading in the Indian Customs Tarif is only 8443 1990 and in-between there are no eight-digit level categorisation.

2.	It appears that classification has been suggested by the manufacturer under 8443 19, probably on the ground that the machine has hot foiling/ stamping facility. If it is a standalone hot foiling/stamping machine, then, it will get covered under the first part of “8443” i.e. “machinery for printing by way of plates, cylinders, etc.” and heading 8443 19 may be appropriate covering other types of printing machinery. In this connection, I am sharing an opinion given by the US Trade Commission under reference NY N301046 dated October 30, 2018 for VISIONFOIL 104 and VISIONFOIL 104H Hot Foiling Machines. In that case, the applicant has suggested classification under heading 8443 3990 but the US Trade Commission concluded that the appropriate classification will be under 8443 1930 of the US Tariff.

3.	However, it is to be seen that in the present case, it is not only hot foiling machine but there is inkjet printer for coating/varnishing pre-printed matter. Thus, varnish coating as well as hot stamping are involved through inkjet printing technology and stamping. Therefore, under such circumstances, this machine cannot be brought within 8443 19, but it has to go to the residuary heading as other types of machineries having the capability for connection to a network. Thus, the classification already suggested under heading “8443 3290” will be appropriate.

Regards,



Murugappan
Attached: as above.
sm/ss

Disclaimer:- The above opinion is provided based on the information and documents made available to us by the queriest and further based on the laws and rules prevalent as on date and the understanding of such provisions by the author and is meant for the private use of the person to whom it is provided without assuming any liability for any consequential action taken based on the views expressed here.



