OPINION

I.
QUERIST:
M/s. Unitech Shipping Services,

23/4, Chakrapani Road,

Madvinkarai, Guindy,

Chennai - 600 032.

On behalf of : M/s.Singh Trading Company, 

                         Chennai.

II. 
FACTS:


The client of the querist has imported 215 Cartons of Woofer Type Speakers through Chennai Sea Port and the goods are pending clearance. As per the details provided by the querist, these are dainty make speakers for Model No.TW202 and package image forwarded by the querist refers to it as ‘2 inch magnet type tweeter’ 
III.
QUERY:
It is stated that customs officer has insisted for EPR Registration for clearing the goods. In this context, on the basis of the above information, the querist wants to know the applicability of EPR Registration and also BIS requirements.

IV.
OPINION:

1.
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has notified E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2022 in terms of Notification G.S.R. 801(E) dated 02.11.2022. In terms of these rules, for the items specified in the Schedule I of these Rules, the following entities need to be registered with the authorities concerned i.e., Manufacturer, Producer, Re-furbisher and Recycler (Rule 4 of the above Rules).
2.
In terms of Rule 3(t), the expression “producer” is defined as “any person or entity who, -

(i) ….

(ii) ….

(iii) offers to sell imported electrical and electronic equipment and their components or consumables or parts or spares; or….”.
Thus, the person, who imports for the purpose of local sale of electrical and electronic equipment comes within the scope of the expression “producer” mentioned in the E-Waste Rules referred to above. 
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3.
In terms of Rule 6 of the above Rules, the producer of electrical and electronic equipment listed in Schedule I shall be responsible for taking registration and obtaining and implementing extended producer responsibility targets as per the Schedule III and Schedule IV through the portal. 

4.
In Schedule I, under the category of ‘Information Technology Telecommunication Equipment’ products for the purpose of recording or reproducing sound or image including signals and other technologies for the distribution of sound and image by the telecommunication are included. The Code for this is CEEW13. Under this Code, any type of equipment for recording or reproducing sound will get covered.

5.
The speaker under import is a tweeter and will be appropriately covered under the above description and as such, it will be necessary for the importer to be registered with the authority concerned. For better appreciation of the issue, the relevant rules are enclosed to this opinion as Annexure.

6.
As far as BIS certification is concerned, it may be noted that these speakers are not specifically mentioned under mandatory BIS requirement.
7.
Electronics and Information Technology Goods (Requirement of Compulsory Registration) Order, 2021 covers various electrical / electronic equipment for mandatory registration. In this order, published on 18th March 2021, ‘smart speakers’ as well as ‘Bluetooth speakers’ are covered. 

8.
From the information provided, it is seen that the product under reference is not Bluetooth speakers. Whether these can be considered as smart speakers or not has to be decided based on their technical features.
9.
By taking into account the above, the applicability of registration under the above order can be decided. 
S. MURUGAPPAN   

Encl.: As above

Sm/er

Disclaimer:- The above opinion is provided based on the information and documents made available to us by the querist and further based on the laws and rules prevalent as on date and the understanding of such provisions by the author and is meant for the private use of the person to whom it is provided without assuming any liability for any consequential action taken based on the views expressed here.
