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OPINION

I.
QUERIST:

M/s.Thirumalai & Co.,

Old No.5, New No.9, First Floor, 

Errabalu Chetty Street, 

Chennai-600 001.

On behalf of:  M/s.Samuritti Ventures LLP,
                         No.2, 6th Cross Street, 

                                    Lake Area, Nungambakkam, 

                                    Chennai – 600 034.

II. 
FACTS:


M/s.Samuritti Ventures LLP proposes to import various textile goods, mostly intended for new born babies, from Sri Lanka. They have provided a list of items to be imported with brief description regarding nature, whether they are knitted or produced otherwise etc. 
III.
QUERY:


Based on the information provided, the querist would like to know the classification for these goods, applicable rate of duty and FTA benefits under Indo – Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement. They also would like to know the applicability of Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules 2011 as well as the Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016. 

IV.
OPINION:

1.
Based on the information provided and the clarifications subsequently given during discussions in person and in the subsequent mails, classification for the various items along with rate of duty and FTA benefits are given in the table below.

	Sl.No.
	       Description
	Classification
	Rate of Duty-BASIC
	FTA Benefit

	1.
	RECEIVING BLANKET (cotton)
	63013000
	25%
	25% Reduction in the Standard Rate of Duty

	2.
	STARTER KIT (cotton bags only)
	42022220
	15%
	No FTA benefit

	3.
	MACKINTOSH (rubber sheet with cotton backing)
	40169990
	10%
	No FTA benefit

	4.
	HOODED QUILTED WRAP
	94044010
	25%
	No FTA benefit

	5.
	HOODED TOWEL
	63026090
	10%
	25% Reduction in the Standard Rate of Duty

	6.
	BATH SHEET (towel)
	63026090
	10%
	25% reduction in the standard rate of duty

	7.
	SWADDLE WRAP WITH THE BORDER
	63079020
	10%
	25% Reduction in the Standard Rate of Duty

	8.
	SWADDLE WRAP WITHOUT THE BORDER
	63079020
	10%
	25% Reduction in the Standard Rate of Duty

	9.
	LARGE BABY BAG -BOYS / GIRLS / NEUTRAL
	42022220
	15%
	No FTA benefit 

	10.
	THEATER BABY BAG -BOYS
	42022220
	15%
	No FTA benefit 

	11.
	SLEEPING BAG -BOYS/ GIRLS / NEUTRAL
	94043090
	25%
	No FTA benefit

	12.
	LITTLE PACK
	63013000
	10%
	25% Reduction in the Standard Rate of Duty

	13.
	SLEEP SUIT L SLV
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption 

	14.
	MITTENS
	61169200
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	15.
	BEANIE BONNET
	61171030
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	16.
	BIB
	61171030
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	17.
	WOODLAND COLLECTION
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	18.
	BOTANICAL COLLECTION
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	19.
	VEHICLE COLLECTION
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	20.
	COMING HOME DRESS GIRL & BOY
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	21.
	NEW BORN GIRL SUIT 1&2
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	22.
	NEW BORN BOY SUIT 1
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	23.
	NEW BORN BOY SUIT 2
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	24.
	TAMSIN FROCK
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	25.
	CHRISTENING ROBE
	63026090
	10%
	25% Reduction in the Standard Rate of Duty

	26.
	BAMBOO COTTON GIRL 1/2/3
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	27.
	BAMBOO COTTON GIRL 4/5/7
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	28.
	BAMBOO COTTON GIRL 8/9
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	29.
	BAMBOO COTTON GIRL 6/10
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	30.
	BAMBOO COTTON BOY 1
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	31.
	BAMBOO COTTON BOY 2
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	32.
	BAMBOO COTTON BOY 3/8
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	33.
	BAMBOO COTTON BOY 4/9/5/6
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	34.
	BAMBOO COTTON BOY 7
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	35.
	BAMBOO COTTON BOY 10
	62092090
	20%
	Complete Exemption

	36.
	BOY MINI KIT COLLECTION
	62032200
	20% or Rs.145 whichever is higher
	Complete Exemption

	37.
	RECTANGLE PILLOWCASE
	63079020
	10%
	25% Reduction in the Standard Rate of Duty

	38.
	BOLSTER PILLOWCASE
	63079020
	10%
	25% Reduction in the Standard Rate of Duty

	39.
	COT SHEET
	63023100
	10% or Rs.96 per kg whichever is higher
	25% Reduction in the Standard Rate of Duty

	40.
	HAND QUILT
	94044010
	25%
	No FTA benefit

	41.
	COMFORTER
	94044040
	25%
	No FTA benefit

	42.
	SWADDLE
	63079020
	10%
	25% Reduction in the Standard Rate of Duty

	    43.
	BUMPER
	94049000
	25%
	No FTA benefit


2.
Since these will be packaged items, to be sold in packed condition, the provisions under the packaged commodities rules 2011 in terms of the Legal Metrology Act will apply and the importer needs to get registered with the authorities in this regard.
3.
With regard to the applicability of Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016, if plastic packaging materials are used for bringing the goods and selling them, then, the provisions relating to their disposal will be applicable. There are no exceptions to micro or small units. Rule 9 of the above Rules is enclosed as Annexure to this opinion which will be self-explanatory. To avoid any complications in this regard, the importer can try to use paper cartons and packing paper.
S. MURUGAPPAN  

Encl.: As above

Sm/er

Disclaimer:- The above opinion is provided based on the information and documents made available to us by the querist and further based on the laws and rules prevalent as on date and the understanding of such provisions by the author and is meant for the private use of the person to whom it is provided without assuming any liability for any consequential action taken based on the views expressed here.
